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obscurity of the desert, and place him squarely and
surely upon the international canvas. He stands
there, a quietly imposing figure, magnificently poised,
ready for the action which Allah dictates. A leader
of men !
Although not strictly a man of the Hedjaz, Feisal
was an Arab and, first and foremost, he was an Arab
leading Arabs for an Arab cause. The Allies were
only incidental, and in that charming, quiet voice
of his, Feisal made this abundantly clear on innumer-
able occasions. He was willing, far more willing
than was the Sherif, his father, to accept assistance
from the Powers and from sources outside the Hedjaz,
but this assistance, though it was against a common
enemy, was primarily for the Arabs against Turkey,
and not for the embarrassment of the German
Higher Command, who entered but faintly into the
picture.
From first to last the Arab revolt, sedulously fostered
and encouraged by such men as Lawrence, was a
Nationalist uprising against the maladministration of
the Porte. In its broad aspect it was comparable to
the movement in Egypt, where the fires of Nationalism,
although kept in check for the time being by a
rigorously-applied martial law, were in reality obtain-
ing a progressively firmer hold upon the political
fabric,
The Arab revolt was, of course, not confined to the
Hedjaz, and though this was the pivot, and though
much of its inspiration was derived from the attitude
of the Sherif of Mecca, and though the separate
waves of revolt overlapped and intermingled, the
spirit of race was clearly manifest throughout. The